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their friends ? But I would not be surprised if the Government would yield to that
condition laid down by Mr. Gandhi and his followers. ^ The Government is out to
conciliate them as they are the moving forces of the time, and governments have to
count upon them for their support
The duties of the Mussalmans and other sections of the vast population of India
are obvious in face of all these facts. The Muslim leaders of thought should now rise
to the occasion. The danger is so tremendous and its consequences are so far-
reaching and the time at our disposal so short, that every other consideration,
personal cr impersonal, should be laid in the background. The one and the only
one pervading idea should be the extrication of the Mussalmans from this imminent
crisis. Those who realise the danger should be up and doing, go out to the centres
of Muslim population, consolidate the forces, organise their opinion and present a
united front both before our fellow-countrymen who seem to ignore us and^ the
Government who care very little for our existence. But I must make it plain to
everyone that the above steps are to be taken solely in the interest of that great
democratic institution which we want to implant in our country, in place of that
oligarchy which threatens the whole of India.
This appeal to you to-day was made by us last year to all the organisations
representing Mussalmans throughout the length and breadth of India.^ I have to
thank Providence that it had the desired effect Every organisation except
the Jinnah Muslim League sent their representatives to the conference.
All the elected members of the Central and Provincial Legislatures were invited
and most of them attended the conference. Besides these, public men of all shades
of opinion were invited. They sank their differences and came to a common formula
on the 1st of January 1929, in that memorable gathering of the All-India Muslim
Conference. The formula is respected by all the Muslim organisations in the
country. The great leader Mr. Mahomed Ali Jinnah also put the seal of approval
and agreed in substance with all that the formula implied. That was only the
beginning of the great task of gathering strength in support of the formula. We have
done what we could do in the unprepared conditions of the Mussalmans of India.
Resolutions
The following resolutions were put and adopted by the conference :—
'    (i)   The first resolution moved from the   chair was a condolence resolution
bemoaning the deaths of Khan Bahadurs  Mir Riazuddin Sahib, Abdul Azez Sahib,
V. Abdul Jabbar Sahib and Mr. Vallivulla Badsha Sahib.
(2)	This Conference of the Muslims of the Madras Presidency reaffirms the resolu-
tion adopted by the All-India Muslim Conference, held at   Delhi on   3ist December
1928 and 1st January 1929 under the presidency of H. H, the Aga Khan.
 (3)	This Conference deplores the inadequate representation of Muslims  in  the
public services and urges upon the Government to increase their proportion to 30 per
cent
 (4)	This Conference views with concern and anxiety the tendency among Muslim
politicians to form separate parties to represent different shades of opinion and
resolves in view of the political emergencies of the day and  the delicate position ^of
Muslims to organise one united and single Muslim party with power to nominate its
own candidates for election to the various legislative and other public bodies and to
carry on election campaigns and other necessary and connected activities to see that
its representatives are returned to the respective seats in order to ensure that only
such persons as are true representatives of the Muslim point of view and capable of
serving the best interests of the community are returned.    (This resolution was lost)
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J"      This Conference calls upon the Muslim community to act up to the  decisions
Jamiat-uI-UIema with regard to opposition to the Sarda Act.
This Conference resolves that a representation be sent to the Governor in
that a competent and qualified Muslim* being neither an official nor a quasi or
cial, be appointed to the Public Services Commission,
s Conference of the Muslims of Madras welcomes the recent announcement
and. request the Government to give due representation to the Muslims
in the proposed Round Table Conference,
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